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Steeped in history 
MAJESTIC: Masjid Datuk Panglima Kinta in lpoh may be one of the 
oldest surviving mosques in the country, writes Raja Khalidatul Asrin 

A mausoleum at Masjid Datuk Panglima Kinta. 

adding that the information was ob
tained from the Perak Council min
utes of June 10, 1881. I T Is widely known among Perak 

folk that the first mosque in Kin
ta Valley ls Masjid Datuk Pan

gllma Kinta In Ipoh. 
combining Mognu\ and ncoclas-

"He became one of the members 
of lhc Pcrnk Counc\\, t.tie nn.t. \> 

t-~"""".--~ ... a.~-~ .. -..lt.,.,..,,..be\\•Net;S..""'-- Im lUnt.a to :\><> appo\nted to the 
have been built by Datuk Panglima 
Kinta Mohamed Yusof in 1898 

I le navigated the ship as if he 
was familiar with the terrain, all 
the way up to Gunung Cheroh. 
There. the crew heard sweet music 
coming from a waterfall and be· 
\ieved.. they were welcomed by un 

in memory of his wife, 
Saadiah, who died that 
same year. 

However, accord
ing to Fazil Suhaimi 
Talib, a member 
of the Malaysian 
Historical Society, 
the mosque could 
have been built by 
the British as a gift to Yu
sof. 

He said this could have taken 
place in the early years of the colo
nial rule after the Perak War to get 
back the allegiance of Malays and 
their Orang Besar. 

"Yusof became Panglima Kinta in 
1884 after Panglima Kinta Uda 
Zainal Abidin died. 

"He was appointed Toh Muda by 
the British in 1881," Fazil said, 

Perak Council with Toh Muda gah 
Abdul Wahab bin Uda Zainal 

Abidin. . 
"These men became 

powerful people in the 
council and were 
among the ri.chest in 
Kinta, probably even 
Malaya, having inher
ited the ancestral 

rights to land and tin 
mines that originally be

longed to t)1e Panglima 
Kinta family," he said in an 

interview. 
Kinta may have derived its name 

from a story told In a history book 
Riwayat Kinta. 

A myth has it that a sea ~aptain 
from Sumatra gave Kinta its name. 

After crossing the Straits of Malac
ca, the captain steered his ship 
through a river flanked by over
growth and thorny marsl)es. 

seen beings. 
They looked around and saw a fly

ing lizard leaping through the air 
across the water. 

The captain then announced: "Let 
it be known that the name of the 
river is Kinta, because the river flows 
with the sound of tinkling bells." 

After the lizard disappeared, the 
captain set up a settlement there and 
took the name of Kulup Kinta. He 
was later known as Lord of Kinta. 

Fazil said: "Since the early 1500, 
the area was predominantly Muslim. 
This was around the period Sultan 
Muzaffar Shah 1 circa 1528. 

'"We can't claim Masjid Datuk Pan
glima Kinta as the first mosque in 
lpoh since Islam has been on the 
land since the beginning of the 16th 
century. 

"It is likely that Masjid Datuk Pan
glima Kinta is the first brick mosque 
to be built in Ipoh." 

Masjid Datuk Panglima Kinta boasts Moghul and neoclassical archltecturi. A religious school in the compound of the historical mosque. 
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Mas)id Datuk 
Pangllma Kinta 

could have been 
built by the British 

as a gift to Datuk 
Panglima Kinta 

Mohamed Yusof. 


