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ty.” But what was even
more significant about
Mr. Earnest Birch was
that “he made Perak the
centre of the pru-Malay
campaign” and, with M
‘Wilkinson, led the sman
coterie of British officers
who “shared a common
concern for the Malays,”
and included, among
oehers, R.O. Wlns':etu:1 E
Nat! Caldecott,
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From its lowly beginn-
ings in a.u attap shed,

 after the Second World

the school flourished
under the able guidance:

(P

School), hult afterwards
to accommodate the two
lowest classes, completed
the opotheosis of the
Malay College as the
Eton of Malaya, or so it
was dubbed by sundry
British officials.

-In the second article,
Adibah Amin described
the radical changes that
overtook  the College
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In the wake of these
two articles, an account may

hat
really like in 1919 and
when the writer was a

, may
only be of interest to its
present alumni and the
general public, but may
also remind its pre-war
old boys of the halcyon

‘“everything was for the
best in the best of all’
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May,
been first as-
him from the
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described to me
cousin of m)
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pre grey moustache
Furthermore, from the
affectionate and reve-
rential-manner in which

| the  senior
- spoke of him
e-

many anecdotes told of
him, one could only con-

' clude that he must have |

been a great headmas-

By contrast, Mr. J.O.
May was an Irishman

and, paradoxical as if
seem, was a gra-
duate of Oxford Univer-

Well-liked

Unlike Mr, Hargreaves
who was described as a
very good teacher, -
habit of talking “nine-
teen to the dozen” on
the subject he was teach-
ing in class, no qoubt at-

trlbucs.ble r.o his  Irish |

Ce>n

gift of the gab, had the
effect of making him a
long-winded and boring
teacher. ’
In appearance he was/
an inconspicuous figure,
below medium height,
whose clean shaven face
was not improved by an
unduly prominent nose.

He was well-liked by
the boys for his kind and
friendly attitude towards
them. But he was too
familiar with them with
the result that, familia-
rity nearly always breed-
ing contempt he was not
much respected by them.

Thus, whenever he
made the round of the
dormitories after “lights |
out” at night, he Was‘
subjected to all kinds of |
Ppractical jokes by the
more mischevious among
the senior boys.

These pmnks some-
times con ed of the
sguirting,of black ink on

is white-drill suit or
the“throwing of an old |
shoe -at¥ his Tretreating

would return to Investi-

|
i
fighre, whereupon he |

stillness of theé “dormi-
tory

And on thé football
field, he was often temp-
ted with a ball apparent-
ly within easy reach,
only to be baulked of it
by
than he,

Despite all the teasing
and practical = jokes,
however, it was fully ex-
pected that he would be
confirmed as Headmas-
ter, as he had been ‘Mr
Hargreav. right-hand
man for as long as the
school had been in ex-
Istence.

‘Much to everyone's
surprise, therefore, it
soon became known that
a new, Headmaster had
been appointed.

€ontrary to the nor-
tice, whereby
: ecretary of {Bidgs
for the ColondesG would
appoing@isomeone who

§/as already\a member of
the Malayan "Educational
Service® on the recom-
nmendation of the Direc-
tor of Education, this
time the appointment
had been made direct by

The Secretary of State\
had  selected for the |
post Mr L. A.S. Jer-
myn, an assistant mas-
ter at Glenalmond
College. an English pub-
lic school,

Shattered

The news appeared to
have a shattcrmk‘. effect
on Mr. O'May On being
officially informed that
a new Headmaster had
been appointed and that
he would be arriving in |
Malaya, within the next
few weeks, he, reslgned‘
his post as a European |
master in the the Edua- |
tional Service and ac- |
cepted that of Manager
of Barker & Co Ltd of
Kuala Lumpur.

Mr Jermyn duly ar-
rived at Kuala Kamzsari

ely muttering |
in the sudden |
|

a playerdmuch faster |

accompanied by the frail
and delicate — looking

Mrs. Jermyn and their |

two-year-old son. Peter
Jermyn.

After he had taken

over charge of the
school from Mr O’May,

...when
life
seemed
as it
ought
to be

e

he had the\whole school
assembled in, the Great
Hall and in his speech,
paid a glowing\tribute to

Mr O‘May for)his long |
and devoted service to |

Lhﬁ{ College,

e then present:
O'May with an 1n§gri{‘7/{ard
ivory carving, towards
the purchase of which
the whole school had
subseribed.

In hispfarewell speech
in response to Mr
Jermyn’s, he ‘was appa-
rently unable to control
his ‘emotion and the
tears flowed freely _ omf
his sunken cheeks,

Many ofs the \yQunger
boysgswho, had mot®had
michgeontact™ith him,
Wept silently in sym-
path

At the time none of
the boys had the remo-
test idea as to why Mr

'May was not confirm-
ed as Headmaster

Consoled

I now believe that 1t
had to do with his Irish
nationality and the
troublous _ political con-
dition of Ireland follow-
Ing the 1916 uprising
and _its suppression by
the Black and Tans.

In retrospect, I also
believe that in what
must have been the
greatest disappointment
of his life and the most
devastating blow to his
self-esteem, he was con-
soled by the love of a
woman.

For during his acting
Headmastership, he had
fallen in love with the
ady  Medical _Officer,
working at the Women’s
I-I(;spltal Kuala Kang-

al

His love was recipro-
cated and he married
her a few months before
leaving Kuala Kangsar
for Kuala Lumpur,

Incidently the fre- |
quent ht of Mr
O’May kissing his newly-
wedded wife on  thel
verandah of his bunga-
low provided vicarious
excitement to several
sex-starved senior boys.
some of whom were
already grown men,

My first impression of
Mr. Jermyn, when he
visited us in class at the
Prep School a few days
after his arrival, was of
a tall, hand-some and
d i s t inguished-looking |
man of about 34 .sum- |
mers

On closer observdtmn

{ however. my boyish sen-

sibility was Shoeked at
the discovery that he
suffered from consider-
able disabilities.

These physical defécts
I found out later were
due to t ravages of
polio which infected
him  during early adult

Y nn’l]l
right hand ' wt
rendered it quite t SS
for the purposes of writ-
ing or asping.
Consequently he wrote
with his left hand,
which made his hand-
writing not exactly of

| the copy-book kind,

In addition, the aAr-
alysi and atrophy of
certain muscle groups in
his left leg caused him
to walk with a _distinet
limp, reidering his gait
rather ungainly

ese ‘physical handi- |
caps appeared to have
had an adverse psychg-
logical effect _onghhis
temper, as gl WWash o
learn_gglateff wHen |\ he
talfBNt g us, ENE1 [sh
Banguage and Litera- |
tuxe " the upper classes.

For whenever a stud-
ent gave a specially
stupid answer to his
question, his temper was
apt to be of the vitriolic
kind and, “You blither-
ing 1diot!” he would
shout at the top of his
voice.

Erratic

They accounted, too,
for his somewhat erratic
headmastership, as evi-
denced, among other
things, by his laxity in
enforcing discipline,
which contrasted sharp-
ly with the severity of
the punishments meted
out by him in at least
two particular instances.

But as an appointee of
the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, and as
a practising poet, whose
poems were from time to
time published in the
college magazine and
various Malayan periodi-
cals, he was much re-
spected by the students.

Besides, he was such
a handsome and dis-
tinguished-looking man
despite his physical de-
fects, he taught us Eng-
lish so well and was so
appreciative of good
work done by students,

that he was quite a
popular Headmaster.

s a new boy, I was
placed in the lowest form
in the Prep School and
was accommodated in
one of the two dormi-
tories on the upper floor
of the school. We were
provided with iron spring
bed-steads and mosquito
nets, but had to bring
our own mattresses and
pillows from home.

Grading

Contrary to the usual
practice in other schools,
the lowest form in the
Malay College of my time
was known as Class Six,
form two as Class Five
and so on up to Class

equivalent to
Standard Seven, the
highest class In those
days.

After  passing the
Standard Seven Govern-
ment Examination, for
which a certificate was
awarded, graded [First
and Second Class, a boy
either left school and
sought employment in
Government  Service or,
if selected, was placed
in the Special Class for
Malay Probationers,
where he had to under-
go three years further
education and training
as/eadet for the Malay
Administrative Service.

This class structure
was retained for two
further years after my
admission to the Col-
lege, and the Govern-
ment Sgven Standard
Examifiations was held
s December 1919 and
1920;

After that Class Two
Wwas converted into Class
Two B, the equivalent of
the former Standard
Seven, and

Two new classes were
added i. e. Class Two A,
the Junior Cambridge
Class and Class One, the
Senior Cambridge or
School Certificate Class.

The Seven Standard
Examination was abo-
lished and the boys had
to sit the Junior Cam-
bridge Examination in
1971 after they had
completed a n o ther
year’s schooling.

Those Wwho passed
this exam were awarded
the Junior Cambridge
certificates by the Cam-
bridge Examination Syn-
dicate, these certificates
being graded Honours
and ordinary Pass cer-
tificates.

Having passed the Ju-
nior Cambridge exam,
a boy 'may elect to stay
on in the Senior Cam-
bridge class and at the
end of another year sit
for the Senior Cam-
bridge or School Certifi-

cate Examination or |

leave school.

After passing  this
exam, a boy either left
school, or if he was se-
lected as a Malay Pro-
bationer, had to under-
go one further year’s
education in the Spe-
cial Class as a cadet for
the M.AS

REDUGED

The original three
years probationership

i has thus been reduced

to one year.

The Class Six master
at the Prep School was
Encik Zainal Abidin bin
Ahmad, or Za'aba (now
Tan Sri (Dr) Zainal
Abidin) who was later to
win fame as a writer |
and a scholar and to be |
appointed the first Head
of the The Malay Studies
Department of the
University of Malaya.

As was the practice in
those days, he taught
all subjects in Class Six.

The text-book on Eng-
lish grammar used in
Class Six was the one
written by Cikgu Abdul
Majid bin Haji Zainu-
din, an old boy of the old
Malay Residmmnl;chool
who had  afterwards
taught at that school.

He was later to write
‘Self taught Malay” in
the “Marlborougn” series

of

hc'\tltm: dealing with
the major languages of
the world.

ACCENT

Most of us did not
have any difficulty in
passing the annual
examination and were
accordingly promoted to
Class Five.

The Class Five master
was Cikgu Hassan who
taught English very
well. He prided himself |
on his accent and spoke
the language with a
distinct English twang.

He was in addition an |
amusing sort of teacher,
who delighted in making |
literal translations into
English of idiomatic |
Malay expressions, as for |
instance “to eat wind”
for “makan angin”, “eat
sa]ary" for “makan ga-
ut in mouth”

n suap”, “walk
walk only” for “berjalan-
jalan sahaja”.

His mmar  was |
quite a ”( od book and
was so written as to be
a great help to boys |
who on admission to the
College d1d nr)t }\nou, a




