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‘Rubber planting

in Malaya

60 vears ago

“ADULT Europeans should not come oul lo the Federated Stales

before they are tweniy yvears of age.”

declaredsXTr, H. Conneay

Belfieid, British Resident of Selangor, "and“Should make up their
ninds to conform from the first to the cardinal rules for ihe pre-

servation of heajth.”

The “ruies” as he
listed them seemed:
calculated to keep all
aduit Europeans out
of Malaya for ever.

“Gop to bed and get up
parly: avoid all excesses in
eating and drinking: never
20 out between the hours of
8 a.m. and 4.30 pm. without
wearing a suil hat.

“When possible, always
wear flannel next to the
skin; ¢hange clothes as sgon
ag possible after exercise:
avoid bathing in the middle

of the day or more than
iwice a day.

“If doubtiul about the
purity of drinking water,

always see for yourself thav
it is boiled and do not take
the servant’s word for it.
“When travelling, drink as
little as possikle during the
heat of the day and always
avoid roadside streams.”

Advice on dre_sg

His sartorial advice was
equally discouraging o any
prospective settler with pre-
tensions to elegance,

“The following head-gear
is recommended; A Dpith
haf, with wide brim not a
helmels: & soft fels hat
with a broad brim and a
puggaree, of the description
¥nown ag the Double Teral,

A straw hat and a cou-
ple of caps; do not bring
meore boots than can  Ge
kept in  use ay  leather
quickly goes %o pleces in

this climate. And do not

States?

‘The first world wor sent the cost of living

soaring sky-high;

the

second  world war

spiralied it higher. And the production costs

of rubber rose accordingly.

Fortunately, for

the rubber planters, increased yield from

better trees have kept pace.

And démand

with it. Only the price of rubber has remained

roughiy the same.’

bring boots with very heavy
soles, ner  CFleld”  boots,
They will never be worn.

“If addicted. to, 'outdoor
exercigse,| ~do ‘mot  lorget
white flannels, flannel coat
and half a-dozen. palrs of
hand -"knit ‘knickerbocker
stockings.”

Jobs opening

Mr, Belfield was glving
advice to immigrant Eng-
lishmen and the conditions
he described in 1900 make
interesting comparison with
prosperous Malaya, 1960,

Openings to the profes-
sions were very limited in-
deed, accordiig to Belfield.

Apart from employment
under government, there
was 110 opening for Euro-
pean skilled labour.

“There are no apenings
for clerks, All this work iy
tone by locally educated
Eurasians and natives.”

Why then, did Belfield
bother {o write a Dbook
which he called “The Malay
States Handhook”, if his
readers ecould never {find
employinent, in the Malay

The one’ exception, with
which Beltield dealt.. in
preat detail, was planting.
And there, othe
were excellent,

It iy Interesting to find,
however, that he recom-
mended plantations of cofl-
fee, coconut and rubber, in
that order.

Bat althcugh he recom-
mended coffee for planting,
the rewards he promised
would-be settlers were far
from encouraging.

“The over-production of
the Brazils has brought
down the price of coffee o
a point which, except in a
few favoured estates, ren-
ders its profitable cultiva-
tion  almost an  impossi-
bility,

{_iqod promise

“Planters  have, there-
fore, almost without ex-
ception, introduced at vary-
Ing distances apart, coco-
nutg and para rubber.”’

Rubber, on the other
hand, though production
was still very small, show
ed excellent promise,

prospects

“land for

“Several millions of these
trees have been planted in
the Stateg during the last
three  years”’, he wrote,
“when the growing demand
for rubber, gnd the success
which had ‘attended the
planting of a few speci-
metis some ten years ago
began to attract the atten-
tion of planters.”

Firstitrees

Expertimental tapping of
the tirst trees In Ridley's
nurseries a Penang had
produced 12} 1bs. of rubber

in two years -and at $1.50- -

$1.75 a 1b.,, that was good

business.

To help would-be plant-
ers, Belfield produeced some

facts and figures about
rubler planting which bear
interesting comparison

with costs of modern rubber
planting,.

He based hig calculations
upon eight years of plant-
ing, »starting with 500
acres of jungle which he
cleared in two years.

Clearing cost $10 an acre
and preparation of the
planting, %7 an
acre. The establishment of
nurseries  cosy  $800 and
seed, (375,000 of them at 1
cent, eachy cost $3,750,
Planting and shading could
be done for $3 an acre;
roads and drains construct-
ed for $10 an acre.

Weeding of the planta-
tion and supervision of
workers cost a n ¢ t her
$10,000. Buildings (house
for superintendent $1.000,
house for assistant 8500,

y ]
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i Group photograph’ of ‘some of
‘the [European rubber planters
in Malaya during, the 1900's,

, taken; 'somewheré’ in “central .
\ ‘Malaya,’

e

house ftor overseer 3100)
and coolie lines $2,100.

Theil, adding $15,000 each
year for the upkeep of the
estate and rebuilding the
houses and coolie lines In
the sixth year, by the €nd
of the 8th ycar the | tota
outlay was $T36:500.
_Profitsy. Belficld was cau-
tl_ou.-i in «his  estimate of
yields. Buf the sum still
came out right.

“I believe a good return
of at least ) b per ftree
coutd be had from a five-
year-old tree”, he declared,
“tut T do not calculate on
anything until the sixin
year when I feel eertain
that  rubber planted on
go0d alluvial land will yicld
at leasy 1lb per tree, Plant-
ing 14" x 14" there should
be 222 frees per acre, but T
Q(‘;lhv!: caleulated  on .only

His table of expecled re-
sults should have reassured
the most sceptical  of
settlers,

Clear profit

Sixth Year 250 acres or
50.000 trees at 1 ib, per Lree:
50,000 1bs. at $1.25—-862.500,

Seventh Yeéar: 250 acres
at 1 1h. per tree - $62.500:
260 acres at 2 1b. per tree —
$125.000.

Eighth Year: 500 acres at
2 db. per tree — $250,000:
Total $490.000.

Which gave a clear profit
of $353.500 from irces pro-
ducing a mere trickle of 2
ibs. of rubber a year!

Perhaps there was some-
thing in Malayva for a pros-

1 pective settler, after all,

——— e

But there wag a simple
explanation for this re-
markable profit margin, In-
flation had not yet entered
the economic fields,

Beer in England was still
a penny a pint, and the
rallways of Malaya would
carry a passenger 100 miles
flrst-class for §3 or a picul
of merchandise the same
distance for 25 cents.

A dpmestic cook could
earn $10 - 315 g month: a
syce, $9 — $12 and a lab-
ourer $4 - §5 a month.

Boat charges

The boat fare from Sing-
apore to Penang wos $20
first-class: $10 second-class.
The first-class fare from
London to Singapore by
mall boat was $570 (25 days)
or $300 (35 days) by ordin-
ary steamer. »

The first world war sent
the cost of living soaring
sky high—the second world
war spiralled it higher. And
the production costs of
rubber rose accordingly.

Fortunately for the rub-
ber planiers, increased yieglds
from better trees have kept
pace. And demand with it.
Only the price of rubber
has remained roughly the
same,

The rubber tycoons have
never had it so good as it
was in 1900. But the tap-
pers, ana curers and hewers
of wood and drawers of
water have never had it
oetter than it Is now.

Straits Times Saturday
Special Feature.—H.T.8.




