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‘ Topirs of the Bap.

T N e N N e ¢ s

THE STRAITS IN PARLIAMENT.

It used to be u common complaint
among Straits residents that thisColony,
with its affairs, although it 15 not the
least valnable gem in Queen Victoria’s
Colonial diadem, was favoured with
but scant notice and less interest by
the Home Press and the Houses of
Parliament. It is a doubtful ques-
tion whether that complaint will not
suon be exchanged for a unanimous ery
of “save us from our friends,” it we
and our affuirs are to be often honour-
ed in either House with a notice like
that of Lord Stanley of Alderley’s re-
cent diatribe in the House of Lords
against our present Governor’s policy
and action in dealing with the Native
States of the Penivsula, and agaiust the
Colonial administration generally here
since the transfer. We do not know who
Lord Stanley’s adviser in regard to his
interpellation was, nor what may have
been his sources of information, hut as he
appears to have been posted up in our
local history pretty fairly for a home
politician, although evidently from a
prejudiced point of view, itis important
to be outspoken about the inaccuracy
of his statements and inferences, espe-
cially, as it would appear from Reuter’s
telegram of the 7th instant, that he is
resolved to keep his viewsbefore the home
public. His Lordship begins by warning
Her Majesty’s Government against the
danger they incar of “entering into
equivocal andentangling engagements,”
if they sanction the plans of the Struits
(fovernment, and impliedly he stutes
thizse ‘plans to be the immediate
annexation of Perak and Salangore, and
the prospective conquest of the whole
Peninsula. Knowing the horror of
“annexation ” and “entangling alli-
ances” which it is the fashion for
Home politicians at present to profess,
this exordium was very adroit, and so
was the subsequent hint about  Leing
dragged into another Ashantee busi-

ness,” bub it isa pity for his Lordship’s |

political judgment that the dangefl is
all imuginary, and that the analogy
sought to be drawn between Malay and
Ashantee land is as untrue 23 the alle-
gation against the Straits Government.
No equivocal or entangling engage-
ments have been entered into with any
Native state, no plans of anuexation
or couquest are entertained, ov desired,
or dreamt of'by the Straits Govern-
ment or the community, and it isan
insult to compare the Malay states

with the savages of Ashantee and |

their cowardly neighbours.

The result of Sir Andrew Clarke’s
peaceable interposition in Peral D

been that a state of anarchy, murdey. |

and arson, which has heen chronie fos
years in Laroot, to the disgrace of the
British name, has been replaced by
order and security of life and property,
while the dispute about the Peralk suc-
cession, which has long kept the coun-
try in a state of disquictude, has heen
amicably and satisfactorily arranged,
All this bas been dene, not by foree of
any kind, but by personal influence,
tact and diplomacy. When it is re-
membered thut both of our present
Governor’s predecessors tried in vain
to effect what he has done, and that
bis interposition was imperatively de-
manded not only in the interests of the
trade and the very peace of Penang, but
was obligatory by Trealy stipulations,
oue may well wouder what counld have
induced a man of Lord Stanley’s stand-
ing and local knowledge to rise in his
place in Parliament to ndeavour to
censure a policy which has heen -0 be-
neficial and so suceessful, and whick has
met with the entire apprinal of the
three Settlements.

Because Sir Andrew Clarke agreed to
appoint a British Resident in Perak, with

an Assistant inLaroot, at the express |

request and wish of 4he Sultan of
Perak and the Muntri of Laroot, as
well as with the general concurvence
of the chiefs wund people, Lord
Stanley gravely accuses him: of insi-
diously «signing to annex the whole
country.  Tecause Ihs Excellency sue-
ceeded in peaceably settlizy the long:
standing dispate as to the possession of

the Pulo Dindings, a dispute which Las

baffled 1o ability and even the threats
ol his predecessors during the Jast half-
century, he has been guilty of high-

handed confiscation and extorting by
force a cession of territory from an
unwilling native prince. Both indict-
ments are worthy of being uttered in
the same breath with the entreavy that
“ respeclable persons, respunsible to the
Home Government and indeprndent of
Singaporelocal interestsand influences,”
should be sent, as Consuls we presume,
to protuet the Native States; the
natural inference being thut Sir Andrew
Clarke and his Olficials ave not “res-
pectable persons,”

sume, was revived to serve us pess for ?lac
somewhat irrelevant attack upon Sir
Harry Ord and our Attorney-Generul.
Our late Governor cunnot be said to
have left the Colony in the odour of
sanctity, il that means popularity, hut
his hitterest enemy here never doubted
his personal integrity, und no oue had
the slightest notion of attributing cor-
rupition to Iis Excellency, although the

ever
prince was criticised very freely and
very frankly. Moreover, to tulk of his
“having squandered the revenues of
“ the Colony, seized the Munieipal
“ hricks and threatened to abolish the
“ Commissioners when they remon-
“ strated,” and of His Exeellency leuv-
ing behind him “u reputation which
could only be compared to 2 Romun
procousul of the time of Cicero,” sevms
to us to be uttering very solenm non-
sense indeed, even although it comes
sounding down  from  the lofty and
serene atmosphere of  the Iouse of
Lords, Altogether, we cannot help
considering the attack upon Siv Hurry

Ord, with all his faults, as very
unfaiv  and  ungenerous, and his

Lordship’s remarks upon the Attorney
General we do not hesitate to ehurae-
terise as walicious and unjust. )

fellow residents, buthoas a Taw wer nd
as a member oL@ xeeutive : g has,
morsover, been \One of o hapdest
waorked Officiuls, :1‘n_:e_] B conzeen Liolsly
worked, we believig
regacd to the wellg@ o the Colongs
Itis fuue Le was frequen v ut varian e
the Jute Chiet | astice, but prope
differ a8 to whether (Babiwas lis fuull
cor hismisiortune, |
As regards the admiistrution of our
‘atfairs undlor the (,'n_u]r.ni:tT'Q ice, wecean

L assure Lovd Stunley  that il has heen
on the Awhole faivly sncuessfil,
finances are in 2 solvent sgabemind now
thit we havg kot vid of Tan unpopnlag
Govelon Wha-should ||1;\Q'4£»$§€T‘§‘Q’!‘!.;
senthers, g gve fairly SN
prasyedousand huve uot mtieh to com-
Pty ef, s
loggtad thade is not interfered with and
Bl aind property endangerad by pirates
aud desperadoes under the envourge-
ment o well-intentioned ot ill-in-
formed home philanthiopists, who la-
bour under the delusion  that they
possess @il the virtues, aod that British

unserupulous tyrants when they leave
the United Kingdom,
R
SIR ITARRY ORD.
P Waes Lord Stanley of Allerley

I made his somewhat startling charges

{against Siv Iarey Ord, there can be
| no doubt bat that Le thoroughly Le-
lieved in their teuth, and that he had
some grounds which he deemed suffi-
cient to warrant his raaking  thewm.
This is evident because he has not heen
deterred from recurring to the subject
by the severe rebuke administered to
him by the two Seeretaries of Swate,—
the present one, Larl Carnarvon, and
the late one, Eaxl Kimberley-—for s
rashuess in making charges which they
characterised as without any founuation.
Although Lord Kimburley declared that
{ be had caused inquiry to be made
as to the presents said to bave heen
received or extorted by the late Gov-
emor ~ad all the attendant circur.-

ne blame could attach to Sir barry
Ord, Lord Stunley still thinks that
furtker inguisition shouid he made, and
as the subjec may probably “rop up

t cord what we feel sue is the gencral
sense of the commanity, that any such
inguiry would be a needless waste of
time, labour, and money, and probal,l y
2 Job, and that the Secretary of Stafe

The old Salangore husiness, we pre-

policy of accepting any present, how- |
insignificant, from any native |

Braddell enjoys the sincere vespeer@f his |

Wwith an nnsellish) |

Our™

Seshall not eomplain s |

gentlemen, Official and Civil, become !

stances, and was perfectly sutisfied that

again, it may he as well o put ou re- |

bas done perfectly right in at once giv-
ing an explicit refusal.

gonie reflections with resasd to the re-
lations of oar Officials with the publie,
and what constitutes fair eriticisin upon
their sayiugs and doings. Itis only
right and proper that Officials as such,
and therefore public wmen, should be
criticised freely and Iully, even rough-
ly; and a free press is seldom hackward
in using this privilege with a freedom
which is more piquant to the public
than pleasant to the Official mind,
! Most public men are cuse-hardencd as
to their personal feelings agaivst at-
tucks upon their official character, and
Lear them with a philosophical egna-
nimity which is proof against all pro-
vocation Lo anger and yetaliation,
But it is a different matter altogether
when a man is not only assailed in his
official chavacter, hut imputations ave
sown  broadeast against his personal
bhonour and integrity.  In such eir-

[situated  from w private  individual
He s fur more defenceless, having
his hands tied, as i6 were, from his
offieinl  position, and  for the time
being he has not ouly the pub-
lie against Lim bt he s vesarded

periors,

The whole autter is suggestive of

ewmstances a public man is differently |

manner more hononrable {o him.ulf

with more or less suspicion by his su- |
Thus, for example, when Sir |

Harry Owd was here he bud to bear

in silence the imputations publicly eur-
rent us to the wretched presents whieh
he thought I could not in eourtesy
refuse, and $is mouth was shut when
| Lord Stauley took up the matter in
| the [louse of Lords. o w matter of
[ife or death to his persanal chilacter
ad reputation, he conld gl del
himself in a seeond-hunddny
the Sveretury of StutydV m
fenee which, ably ayd¥ovally
duue, g{gll[‘._‘. hz:t'f]])'
selnse@f o dionatiofsyhen rtull s
! :u-[ru-.ud_jﬁf-wi-::i hedlemew himself inno-
Thf“ illk]!:'l‘!k'e(g; e t:.]J::\', 15 that
Lo mmukie @  deinst oA public
man s vral@ s hinge to mak-
11 Ope A st ;:'ri'.sfah( individual,
beingafitich more seriogSim,its conge-
WenCcos ahed  that OFe M do 5o
Supon mers Rusise v or frivoldies; rounds,
Shay,  withoufprook positive and™ -
fjuestionable, is “GoWablypam! unfair,

|
I

I gent,

e

R we almost think ought L, o
N sl with exceptional Ly L O =
ORI worst of sugh ,’W'EA.%_M" LY. e
Tblic men i Qﬁbr't’ﬂ "':ﬁ-lci however
tlearls (1R TN been disproved
@Al e t oany founda-

|\ 19

|

Ty be some sonvee of consolation
| o Sir Harry Ond, For tie annovanee,
we wight ahnost say the persecntion,
- to which e Lias been suljeeted by that

i luekless kids from the Seltan of Siain, |

that De has made his sucezssors” path
Pelear in the matter of presents from
Native Wajabis.  The introduetion of

i the aceeplance of presents of any de-
seription by Offieials o all enks from
Natives or others, will for the fulure
porerove all emnbartussment s 4o breach
Lol sourtesy, wnd  draving as it does a
Dhaed and fast line, will prevent any
Cmisunderstanding as o the coupse ty
s be pursued under all circumstances.

- B e ——
LAROOT AND PERAK.

br would appear that it bas been
sumething very different from holvday
Pmaking that has heen detaining the
Governor in Pinang.  Perak and s
allairs have heen requiring wid oceupy-
ing s Excelleney’s attention, and
we are glad Lo Tearn that the excellent
Ciurangements agreed Lo ab Puly Pang-
| koron the 20th Junuvary Just for the
pacification of theeoustry, the develope-
ment of its resonrces, the advancement
of trade and the general seeurity of
life and property are in a fuir way of
heing carried out to wneir full extent.
Ferhaps the most serious blot in the
eyes of an impartial eritic upon Sir
Harey Ord’s government was his su-
pineuess or indiffcrence to the disturh-
ances which were chronie in the Native
i states of the Peninsula during his term
[ of office, and it says not a livtle for
Sir Andrew Clarke’s political “agucity
that he at once on his arrival here raw
that bis first and paramount duty
wits to put an end to ese disturh-
ances.  tis Excellency could a0t bave
inaugurated his administration in any

e
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more advantageous to the Nativ )
or more satisfactory to the eomimunity.

Since the Pulo Pangleor confirei,
and arbitration there have beon or ¢
were rumoured to be two obstacles iy,
the way of the arrangements then mule
being carried out forthwith, The By
dahara Ismail, who bas been Regent.
Sultan sinee May 1871, instead of i1
vightful heir, the Rajah Muda, gy
Sultan Abdullah, did not attend the
meeting at Pulo Panglkor, and was «i
to huve refused to abdicate his positing
and give up the Regalia, That was
oneobstacle, and the other wis the ye.
cussity of obtaining the =anetion uid
approval of the Home Government.
Lord Stanley’s ill-advised, ill-timed, and
mischievous interpellation in the House
of Lords seemed to make it doubtfiyl
whether the Seevetary of State would
have the courage to brave Liberal eri.
ticism and to support SirAndrew Clarke
in his straightforward, manly and sen-
sible policy. Happily the anticipation
ol difficulties or failure from cither ol
stacle appenrs to have been unneces-
sury, for we learn from private sources
that Larl Carnavon, presumably after
having perused Sir Andrew Clarke’s
final report, L which he referred in his
reply to Lord Stanley, has by telogram
signified his approval of all the Pulo
Panglor arrangements, even to the
sunctioning of the appointment of Bri-
tish  Residents in Perak, Lavoot, and

f

Sulangore.  This is corroboratel in a
Grazetle Ll uyrdinary issued in Pi-

nang on the 1ith instant, a eopy of
which bas  been banded  us for pe-
Wikl This Guzelle exprassly  statis
Hhat the Engusenent entored into with
thel Peruk  Chiefs at Pulo Pangkor
o the 20th day of January 1574
has been approved, and it eontaine
three Proclamations especially refer-
ring to three of the stipulations of
that Engagement, In the first, Sul-
tan Abdulla Mubomed Shah is recog-
nised by Her Muajusty’s Govesnment
as Sultanfpl Perak and its Dependen-

cles,—in e seeond, the Bandahara
Isinail i ¥ccognised as Ex Sultan of

wligfentitled o a peusion of $1,000
perninch out of the revenues of Peral
' wdiCoortion of territory, to-

saft his private property in
, s, &e,—and in the third
Proclumation particulars are sel forth
with reganl to the rectification of the
southern houndary of Provinee Wellos-
ley on the Krean river with its water-

sl

This is all very ratisfactory so far as
1t groes, but we confess to some foeling
of disappointment at the non-appoint-
ment np to this time of the British
Residents o Perak and Laroot, which
we regard as one of the most important

"ol the arrangements agreed to at the
L Puly Pangkor conference, being one
I without which we fear the other ar-
i exeellent Indian vale which forbids |

SHE
5

rangenients will prove of little perma-
nent avail for the peace and good order
of the country.

A little consideration of the pust and
present stule of alfuirs in Perak will
make this clear and self-evident. Six
months have now elapse. since the
conierence at, Puly Pangkor took place,
andd, the eonsent and appreval of the
Home Government to the proceedings
there having heen obtained, any hesita-
tion or delay in putting intn foree all
the arrangements agreed to cannot f4it
o have an injurous effect upon the na-
tive mind, which is prone,to suspicion
and Tivtle eredulous of an open straight-
forward poliey.  There is no doubt that
there are many in Perak to whom the
conference at Puly Panglor was not, 44
all palutable, and whose interest and
inclination lay in fomenting distur-
bances s much as possible. Their in-
stinctive interpretation of any vacilla-
tion on the part of Governmens wili as-
surediy he, that, for some reason or ano-
ther, it is drawing back from its original
bold course, and the inevitable conse-
guence vill be a speedy renewal of the
former scenes of riot and disorder. In-
deed, it would appear that already some
symptoms of this have aopeared, for
in the Proclaination recngnising Sultan
Abdullak, cortain evil-disposed “perEons,

i who are said to be engaged in conspi-

racies to disturb the peace of Perak
and to stir up rebeilion agaist the new
Sultan, are warnel uader paius and
venalfies to desist from their practices.
Again it can be easily anderstosd that
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ewing to the relations which have
cubsisted for some time past between
the Bx-Sultan Bindahara Ismail, the
Rajah Mudah, now the #e fuclo as well

ws e jure Sultaw, and the Muntyi of

Laroot, their present position with re-
aurd to each other must be of rather
a delicate nature. It would be expect-
ing too much of human nature to
imagine that their mutual jealousies
will snbside at once, or that there will
be much cordialily or trust between
them for some time to come. When
it i further considered that the three
¢hiels bave played fast and loose with
the two great Clinese factions at the
mines, sometimes supporting one side
and sometimes another, and have there-
Ly forfeited the confidence of Doth,
it will be readily seen that it would
require only a small spark to kindle
the elements of disorder lying veady
to hand, and set the whole country
once more in ablaze. That being so,
it is abundantly clear that the only re-
medy is the intervention of an impar-
tial power in whom all parties will
have confidence, and whose word and
decision in all matters of dispute will
carry irresistible weight and authority.
This is what the appointment of
British Residents representing  the
British Government would effectually
do, and the conviction that it is of
essential importance that these pre-
pused  Officials  should be at their
posts as soon as possible 1s further
sirengthened by avother consideration.
The country being now considered safe,
capitalists and enterprising traders from
the three Settiements will be attracted
by its immense mining and other re-
sources. The Sultan and his Chiefs
will be besieged for all manuer of con-
cessiong and grants, and impecunious
as all of them ave, there is great danger
that, dazzled by the immediote prospect
of what in their iguorance may appear
to them to be immense wealth, con-
cessions, grants, and monopolies may
be given which they may afterwards,
when they know better, endcavolit to
repudiate, and thus endless’compliea-
tions and disputes will afise which it
will be no easy task to settle. All
these considerations, wa¢ submit, are
suticiently urgent reasons why the
posts of Residents should be filled with-
out delay, and we trust to learn shortly
that that has been done, it being a
measure of urgent political necessity
with which nothing should be allowed
to interfere.

R
JOTTINGS FROM A TROPICAL
ISLAND.

VII.
My last jotting on the fauna_aud
flora of Loi——— having been brought

to a premature close, I trust you will
not object to a supplementary notice
mn this one of a singular animal here,
which I omitted to mention in my
previous one.

The creature I refer fo 1s the stick-
insect. Qne & its most carious char-
acteristics is that it uses its own hody
as a cane whenever it takes a stroll
When you see it, it strikes you at
once as being very remarkable, If
also mystifies you by its astonishing
resemnblanee to a twig. Asyou walk in
& bye-path, you may bhe startled by
seeing whut seems a leafless twig of a
tree promenading on a branch.  You
try to cateh it, and lo! it vanishes
apparently ; but it is under your eye
all the time, for its legs disappear;
the animal remains perfectly motionless
on the braneh, and you can’t distin
guish 1t 1rom other twigs. After
searching vainly for one I had just
sven, a short time since, i moved off,
quife puzzled ; when, happenivg to
look back, I saw the deceiving rascal
moving high up on the tree; and 1
assure you' the ercature winked kouw-
ingly at me, in a manner ,that plainly
sald— Sold 1” 'This insect is useful
to man—as a walking-stick.

We are also blessed with centipeies,
:plons, and, abov: all, with somc
enormons and very ih-favoured spiders.
One of these latter insects has hon-
oured my domicile by scleeting tie
vige of 1ts roof for its dwelling. It
is not a beauty. being as big as an egg,
and hivsuts with bristles. Its web 1s
like strands of whipeord in stoutness.
The like of the Li— spiders you
will find nowhere else; for they have
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the astonishing and cruel halit of
catching flies and eating “em |

Eredismissing the fauna of L——,
I may as well say & word anent our
horse-flesh. ~ As  for fhe spavined,
wind-galled hacks who, drag the few
gharries and traps we can hoast of, 1
ought not iu conscience to say a word
against them ; sceing that, whenever
they happened to carry me, they did
not break my neek, thank goodness.
But, by Jove! T had as lief mount a
hippogrifl or un Australian buck-jumper
as oone of the frisky, skittish little
brutes we ride liere.  Whenever you
Lry to mount ane, he always shows
temper.  The momens your foot is in
the stirtup, to mount, he begins to
move backwards, forwards, and side-
ways, with o vieions gleam in the
corner of his eyes, until finally you are
obliged 10 jump into the saddle. They
bave also an unpleasant habit of shying
when going af full speed; so that,
unless vou leep a sharp look out, vou
will be sure to come to grief.

Although Natural History is very
interesting, T must now turn to a sub-
Jeet of more practical importance—
namely, our trade, about which I am
auxious to give some useful information
to your Chamber of Commerce and the
merchunts generally of Singapore, and
Ly which [ heartily trust they may pro-
fit. Itisnotveryextensive,but typical of
Far Lustern produce 5 embracing birds-
nests’, oplum, trepang, sago, gutta, rat-
tuns, brass guns, dammar, jurs, sharks’-
tins &e. 1 shall give a special notice to

| each ot these avticles; and I have spared
| no pains in gleaning information about

them, so that the reader may ress sa-

tisfied as regards its authentieity and
value.

The Dbirds-nests come
Borneo. This nest is of greatmantiquiy
as an article of haman food ; for we are
told (1 forgetds@vhom) that the seeblcali-
ed Nes/orans, Who\ Hourished overfour-
teen hundred \edrs avo, werelgonde-
signated becaus@Stliey lived Aimest
gntively on this \edible. At s foun
clinying to the Taobfs of caves,\of
the) sca-shore in (ava and clsewhere
i this region; andithe little swals
lows\ that  build (them dive inge
thesea-foam, and\{earrying

principally
| from Kiuibatangan,on the N. E. coastof

off \a©

mouth(ul of it o the'eaves, lubricate
wbieently witl their Bills, then eject 199
deamst the roof, thus forming the giud™

with which they makgthigmests ad-
Bere to 1t This invesfS™he nest with

a poetie Wterest, and accounts notearifyiy

fulits exquisite  marine_flugBdLa gl
for theylcagerness ang\dhght with
Vbl “our amaginutive  friends, the
Celestials swiallow  this production of
theJstwallow. The  gatherers  incur
great visk in procuring the pest, wnd
they do so when the bird is zon esf. 1
Liope vou see the point of that,

and stomachs of Celestials,  Tn imita-
tion of the crooked flight of its architeet,
i fear the trade in 1t Is not strictly
honest, for John Chivaman fealhers
his own nest pretty well by it.  Pray
don’t growl at me—one can’t help
being a little fighly when dealing with
such a subject as birds-nests. Or, if
vou please, you may set down these
small joles to the bothering  effeets of
the elimate—Dbad luck to 1t

I uow come to the trepung, or becke
de iner, which belengs to the family of
Iololhuriedue, Therds a jaw-brealser
for you! You =ce I can show my
learning when I like.  And itisa fine
thing, Sir, to have; for, as the poet
say —

“When lund and money’s gomie und spent,

T'hen larning is most excellent.”

But 1 digress. The trepang is also a
Celestial tit-hit. It comes hers fro:a the
coast, in prahus, I think. The creature
possessas the carious power of throwing
away its inside ; hut a new set of diges-
tive orgaus grow in a month, and then
it is veady to exer .se those of the Chi-
paman. It is sometimes called the
sea-cucumber, which is not a bad name
for it. It isnot a < thing of beauty,”
although “u joy for ever” to the na-
sives of the Fiowery Lau.i.

A very im]ortant artiele of our trade
is sago. This article has a tender in-
terest for me, us it always reminds me
of Jines which delighted me in my
juvenile days, to wit:—

s There was an old mun in Tobago,

Who lived upon coffee and sago,” &«.

I

In |
fuct, these swallows bring real summer |
with them at all times into the pockets |

It is brought here from the opposite
coast, and after having been washed,
dried, and otherwise prepared, it is ship-
ped to Singapore in quantilies amount-
ing in value to many thousand pouuds
steriing unnually. The sazo-palin grows
in swampy places, and can’t, therefore,
le approached by rheumatic people.
This tree has no end of uses for the
native; but its great henelit to him is
that he and his family can live for
months in clover on the food furnished
Ly one tree. Some writers have pub-
lished what 1 am constrained to call
senile platitudes about the evil effects
on the native of this easy mode of ob-
taining subsistence—hosw it makes him
lazy and keeps him in a state of bar-
barism., It is surprising to find men
of the meutal calibre of Gibbon and
Buckle induniging in such a slap-trap
plausibility,  Now, bread is the object
of man, the one vital necessity of his
existence, and work the means by
which he attains it; and whenever he
can get the former without the Jatter,
Le wisely and gladly dispenses with it.

The fallacy of the idea to whieh L
refer arises from our illogicul habit of
regarding the native of the torrid zone
exclusively from our own stand-point,
and through spectacles coloured by
vur own wants, aspirations, and preju-
dices.  What we call avilisation would
be misery to him, and what we naine
barbarism is bis congenial element, in
which De is quite bappy. We nay,
therefore, spare himn our pity. More-
over, the white man gladly avails of

the aid of muchinery at once to save |

lubor and
within

stunds

inerease  produce. = Now,

the tropics, prodfie” Nature |

to the native bifthe same refu- |

tion as the steain maéliime to the Juro- |

pean.  The colowrgd¥man Jets Nature
Whmle, for him i thekame way, saving
Efmlabor, and 1jglenjoys the results,
As Yor wur artifieiadl wants, he knows
nothing ot themyiand does not covet
them, WHaving thugfloored and crush-
ed  thelphilosophdBsiiu question quite
flat, Lpesume my siubjees cheerfally.

Aubther article offgulcommerce is
dimmerpthc name ofGubieh, also sug-
gests toumey a couplet, Syhiciml am
sorry to say Bremember havingiheéen
profune enonZiifgiiepeat when a school-
boy ; namelyv—

“ Who is gramuer ?
I suy d—— her!”

T keeping with @t gud B hame,
dammer hag 2@ligkish Tnd singed ap-
Peasange ) shgoestive of even a botter
place Whan thus. Tt 1s very hot itseif;

Vyet, strange to say, 1s largely consum-

ed by, and consumes, Celestials, Quan-
tities of it fiud their way to Lurope,
especially to Amsterduia,

We deal largely in pearls
Saoloo—some of themn of much value.
The reader may not be aware that tios
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Another item of our commerce ig
brass-guns, which come here from Bru-
nei. Singular to reiate, they are not
used for warlike, but for peacefui pur-
poses, being actually current as eoin ;
50 ihut when you present youar bill to
a man here, he presents a brass-gun at
you, and then discharges his debt, as
“ bold as brass !”’

Sharks’-fins form another interesting
article of our commerce. I need scarce-
ly inform you that this isa great tit-
bit of the Chinaman. Ewver on the
alert to grace and illustrate my sab-
Ject with historical facts, I may men-
tion here that the great German writer,
Professor Eulenspigel Von Dununkopf,
in his learned work entitled © De Om-
nihus Rebus et Quibusdam Alis,” (vol.
XX, p. 2074) informs us that Finland
derives its name from the quantity of
sharks’-fing found in the buts of the
ahoriginals by the early Danish inva-
ders.  In a very elaborate argument,
which oceupies nearly one volame of
his great work, the learned Professor
clearly demonstrates that these fins
could not possibly have been carried
from China to that remote part of
LEurope by oceun currents. By another
exhaustive enquiry he proves beyond all
doubt that they could not have fallen
from the clouds.  Henee the Professor
mfers a connexion between the Scandi-
navian and Mongol races. This grand
discovery has thrown great light on
many hitherto obscure historical and
ethuological questions, and has gained
for its erudite author the gold medal
of s the Huaiserlilichen- Ethnologischen-
Plilologischen-Gesellschyfl of Berlin.
Twill wager a shrimp against a whale
thakyou will not pronounce that name
correctly, especiaily after dinner.

The first time T tasted shark’s-fin
was in Saigon, where a genial French-
man regalel me with this dainty of
Cathay. With me it was “le commence-
ment e [ ¥ix,” and also the end of
ity for I have uever touched it since.
That reminds me that I had better
JSinish this | jotting here, lest I should
weary thé reader—promising to con-
tinue thé subject in my next.

B.AC

L— s Judes, 1874
P, 37 Bermst me to supply an omis-
stemn the {ourth “Jotting.”  In my

wreferrence to Lord Macaulay’s review

of Dr. Nures” work, you make me say
that he (Lord M.} lad “ weighed and
measured him in a literary sense”’
My words were “in 2 literal as well
as a literary sense;” for the brilliant

¢ eritie gives the actual weight and di-
" mensions of the ponderous tome he

frome

coveted paurure which adorus the necl

of beauty nd occasionally

the puws of men, Js the result of a
disease 1n the oyster—its liver-com-
plaint, in fact, owing to imbibing, like
o haman, too much moisture and heat
out here. A discased Bver would be
also a pear] to the Anglo-Far Iast-
ern, if he could only make use of it to
get home in time to be cured and to
enjoy himself.

Rattans figure largely Inour exports.
These come chiefly trom Maludu, oue
ol the richest districts 10 Borneo, and
Palawan,  Inoa moral point of view,
this article is gratifying to the con-
templative minds; affording, as it
does, a remarkable instunce of reforma-
tion from originully depraved instinets.
In its pative forests, 1t is u ruthless,
sellish parasite, strangling poor trees in
its  snake-like folds, and vicously
tearing the clothes and bodies of men
who veuture into its Aebilal,  Ruvish-
ec from the jungle, and subjected to
the humanising influence of man, its
nature undergoes a total change. It
then becames useful and beneiicial to
man in various ways—such as for
mes, baskets, and especially as cordage
for prahus.  In retarn, as it weve, for
the reformation thus effected in itself
Ly man out bere, the ratwan, applied
& postericre to boys at home, bhecomes
au effective and powerful instrument
of 1mpreve
the humau race. Ilow wonderful are
the ways of Providence!

Jars are also comprised in our trade,
and, [ am glxd to say, have never oo-
dneed any of their namesakes here, se
fur as I am aware.

{in rings)

i boos resting on their shouldzes.

reviewed. There are some other errors,
chiefly of punctuation; but they are
not waterial.  But in the quotation at

. the head of the third “Jotting,” taken

from that charming writer Jmile
Souvestre, and whe 1s one of my special
fuvourites, what a shock I got when T
save Iis napie travsformed into Emile
Touiesire !
e
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Kesvaxg my observations on the
commerce of L , I shali now deal
with that great and valuable article of
Far Eustern trade, opium, A good
deul of whav I cannot help calling non-
sense has been uttered and written
about “ the deleterious effucts 7 of this
drug upon those who use it. The
whole question resolves itsel! into the
worn-out platitude of the distinciion
between the use aud abuse of the gifts
of Nuture. Used in moderation, 1
have no doubt it is not ouly harmless
but henelicial to the Chinawan. In
Hong Kong I saw Chinese porters
loading and unloading vessels—fellows
of slendid physigue, all brawn and
vrusele; two  of whom carricd with
case ¢normous loads slung from bam-

An

| official assured me that all these burly

ment to a large portion of |

porters were opium-smokers. I taize
it for granted that they took the drug
in moderate quantifies, or used an un-
adulterated article. My cook takes it
in encess, and its effects are patent in
his emaciabed face and boly; Bat he
s very aciive notwithstundiog, aud
quite up to the mark in his wok.
Wi should not judge the drug by irs
effuet on Luropeans, whose constitutions
aud idicsyneractes differ very widely
frum those of Chinamen—chiefly be-
cause we happen Lo possess, ina grester
or less degree, thut of which the Celes-

s
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